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The first Herpa airplane in the 1/1 scale goes on tour 
 
Now Herpa is taking off for real. A couple weeks ago the first airplane of the world’s 
market leader of car and airplane models was ready for take off. 570 square meters of 
decals gave the DC-3 the livery of the model producer with a nostalgic logo. Until 
spring of 2006, the airplane with the Herpa colors will be based in Atlanta, Georgia 
and fly its rounds. Its biggest appearance will be at the Sun ’n Fun air show in Lake-
land, Florida, one of the biggest in the world, from the 4th until the 10th of April 2006. 
 
It goes without saying that the first real Herpa airplane will also be available in the 
smaller scales. The airplane in its new colors has already been made in the 1/100 
scale for Wooster. The Herpa DC-3 will join the collectors displays in the 1/500 and 
1/200 scale. The outfitting of the original airplane and of the models was done almost 
simultaneously on three continents. From the base of the manufacturing company in 
Dietenhofen in Franconia were the graphics, the color specifications and decal text 
sent to the USA and Hong Kong via email, where the data was transposed with the 
help of computers to the requested scale and made suitable for the model and the 
original. In Griffin, GA, the foil was produced and fitted to the airplane in over 260 man 
hours, while the data was almost simultaneously converted into 1/500, 1/200 and 
1/100 scale for production of the detailed model in Hong Kong. In fall, when the DC-3 
in Herpa colors was ready for take off in the USA, the go-ahead for the delivery of the 
models was given on the other side of the world as well.  
 
Herpa opted for a “real classic of aviation” for its red and white livery. The DC-3 with 
the registration N143D was built in 1938 and flew, amongst others, for Swissair and 
the American Ozark Airlines. From 1974 on it was operated by several freight compa-
nies and is mainly being used for training flights today.  
 
Further information about Herpa and its first airplane in the 1/1 scale can be found at 
www.herpa.de Photos in high resolution can be found at www.herpa.de/press. If you 
have any questions or wish to receive further information, please contact Thomas 
Borgmann, phone +49-(0)9824-951-963, email: borgmant@herpa.de. As always, we 
would be delighted to receive a copy of any article you write about our company or its 
models. 
 


